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Education
2003 MSc, Faculty of Biology, University of Piemonte Orientale, Alessandria, Italy
2006 PhD in Genetics and Molecular Biology, University of Milan, Italy
2007-2008 Postdoctoral fellow, DIBIT-San Raffaele Scientific Institute, Milan, ltaly
2008-2009 Postdoctoral fellow, European Molecular Biology Laboratory (EMBL), Mouse Biology Unit,
Italy
2009-2011, Postdoctoral fellow, Goodman Cancer Centre, McGill University, Montreal, Canada

Research Experience

2000-2002, Undergraduate work, DIBIT-San Raffaele Scientific Institute, Milan, Italy. Principal
Investigator: Dr. Stefano Biffo
Analysis of translation factor’s distribution among cytoplasmic and cytoskeletal compartment
during adhesion-mediated translation

2003-2006, PhD student, DIBIT-San Raffaele Scientific Institute, Milan, Italy. Principal Investigator:
Dr. Stefano Biffo
Studying the role of the eukaryotic initiation factor elF6 in growth and tumorigenesis




2007-2008, Postdoctoral fellow, DIBIT-San Raffaele Scientific Institute, Milan, Italy. Principal
Investigator: Dr. Stefano Biffo

2008-2009, Postdoctoral fellow, European Molecular Biology Laboratory, Monterotondo, Italy.
Principal Investigator: Dr. Dénal O’Carroll
Identifying small non-coding RNAs in mouse development and physiology

2009-2011, Postdoctoral fellow, Goodman Cancer Centre, McGill University, Montreal, Canada.
Principal Investigator: Dr. Nahum Sonenberg
Dissecting i) mechanisms regulating cap-independent translation and ii) ribosomal complexes
involved in the quality control of newly synthesized polypeptides.

Since 2012, Research Associate, Lady Davis Institute, Montreal, Canada. Principal Investigator: Dr.
Ivan Topisirovic Defining i) a new role for mTOR and CK2 kinases to coordinate initiation of
MRNA translation and ii) a new subset of mRNAs differentially regulated at their 5’UTRs to
reprogram cell metabolism, proliferation and survival.

Grant Support
Cancer Research Society Operating Grant 2014-2016 (CAD $119,980). The role of
RACK1/INK/eEF1A2 mediated surveillance of newly synthesized polypeptides in breast cancer. Co-
applicant.

Fellowships and Awards

Best Publication Award, DIBIT-San Raffaele Scientific Institute, Milan, Italy, 2008

EMBO Long-term fellowship, EU, 2008 (not accepted due to rules barring transfer to foreign institution)

EMBO Long-term fellowship, EU, 2009-2011

Carl Roth/AppliChem travel grant, EMBO | EMBL Symposium Quality Control, Heidelberg, Germany,
2012

Best Presentation Award, 4™ annual Lady Davis Institute Scientific Retreat, Montreal, Canada, 2013

Careers in Cancer Research Development Program Award supported by IHR-ICR and CSRI, Canadian
Cancer Research Conference, Montreal, Canada, 2015

Breaks Affecting Scientific Productivity
Extended maternity leave (since January 2016)
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Invited Talks

Stress-induced degradation of newly synthesized polypeptides is mediated by ribosome—associated
RACK1/JNK/ eEF1A2 complex, EMBO | EMBL Symposium Quality Control — From Molecules to
Organelles, Heidelberg, Germany, Sept. 2012

Degradation of newly synthesized polypeptides by ribosome associated RACK1/JNK/eEF1A2 complex,
Lady Davis Institute (LDI) Scientific Retreat, Montreal, Canada, May 2013

Stress-Induced Quality Control Pathway on Translating Ribosomes, University of Turin, Turin, Italy,
Dec. 2013

elF28 links mTOR and elF2a signaling, Translational Control meeting, Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory,
Sept. 2014

Molecular underpinnings of mRNA translation promoting tumorigenesis, Vertex Pharmaceuticals,
Laval, Canada, Sept. 2016

Mechanisms of mRNA translation and ribosome dysregulation in colorectal cancer, Armenise- Harvard
Early Career Development Award, Rome, Italy, Nov. 2016

Poster Presentations (Recent Major Symposia)
The role of ribosome-associated RACK1/INK/eEF1A2 protein surveillance complexes in breast
cancer. Gandin V, Hulea L, Kim H, McLaughlan S, Ronai Z, Topisirovic |. Translational Control
meeting, Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, Sept. 2014
mTOR coordinates ternary complex and elF4F assembly. Gandin V, McLaughlan S, Larose L, Trost M,
Topisirovic |. Translation Machinery in Health & Disease, Gordon Research Conference, Feb 2015
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Scientific Reports, DNA and Cell Biology (Invited)
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Acta Biochimica et Biophysica Sinica (de facto, as trainee)
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